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APA-IN Board Meeting 
January 15, 2015 

9:30 A.M. EST 
 Corydon Group; 125 West Market Street; Suite 300  

Indianapolis, IN  46204 

 

Board Members 
X  President  Bob Thompson 
    Past-President Shane Burkhardt 
   Treasurer  Christopher Huff 
X  Secretary  Larry Strange 
X  PDO   Frank Nierzwicki 
    PODO  Jason Saavedra 
    Northern Region Mitch Barloga 
X Northern Region  Craig Phillips 
   Central Region Aletha Dunston 
X Central Region  Aaron Kowalski 
X  Southern Region Bob Grewe 
X  Southern Region Mark McCormack 
X  Faculty Rep.  Lisa Dunaway 
    Student Rep.  Caleb Ernest 
    Citizen Member  Rob Horning 

 
Ex-Officio Present 

X  Awards  Joshua Desmond 
   Communications  Katie Bannon  
   Sponsorships  Christy Langley 
X Legislative   Jamie Palmer 
X Legislative  Phil Roth 
X  Membership  Adam Peaper  
   Licensure  Kristi Sturtz 
   BSU Liaison  Dann Bird 

 
New Members 
 
X  Josh Desmond (president-elect) 
X   Rachel Johnson – new awards chair 
 
X = Present 
 

 
 
 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Welcome and General Introductions 
 
Bob Thompson opened the meeting. 
 

2. Consent Agenda 
 
Motion to approve consent agenda.  First - 
Josh, second - Adam, approved. 
 

a. Treasurer’s Report 
 

b. November minutes 
 

3. Old Business 
 

a. 2014 OKI Conference Update – 
successful conference; we should 
be getting about $10K back. 
 

b. b.  2015 Spring Conference 
Update – Discussion of possible 
proposals for the spring 
conference; several people 
submitted ideas; Bob said 
proposals were due by the end of 
the conference; they will send out 
another; issue with spring 
conference is one day. 
 

c. APA National Conference in 
Seattle – Bob needs to see who is 
going to set up the OKI reception; 
Ball State (21) and IU (2 or 3) are 
going; Bob wanted to know what 
board members are going; Phil 
mentioned that somebody needed 
to attend the legislative review as 
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a delegate (he said it would be 
preferable if it was a board 
member). 

 
d. Fall Conference update – Rose 

suggested there is the possibility 
of partnering with IACED for the 
conference -. Indiana Association 
of Community and Economic 
Development.  The hope is that 
this partnership could boost 
attendance.  The dates for the fall 
conference are October 7, 8, and 
9

th
 with Wednesday being a time 

for evening training sessions.   
Dates for the OKI Conference in 
2016 are in the second week of 
October (October 19 – 21). 
 

4.  New business 
 
a.  Treasurer’s Report and Financial  - Rachel 
reviewed Chris’s report.  Income was overall 
more than anticipated.  We managed expenses 
well but overall IAPA in the red.  This was due in 
part to some of the 2013 expenses being shifted 
to 2014.  She said we need to do what we can to 
raise more money to balance the budget.  This 
can include looking at events to see how we can 
raise additional funds.  IAPA expenses are 
about $79,000.  Rachel reviewed the expenses.  
There was discussion about whether regions 
should continue to hold 2 regional events per 
year for $250 per year.   
 
b.  2015 Budget - Bob moved to approve the 
budget with the adjustment to move $2,500 from 
regional to education and Josh seconded. 
Motion carried to approve the budget for 2015. 
 
c.  Legislative – State in Session – Jamie noted 
that it is the year for local pre-emption: Ag, ATT 
bill (cell towers), and oil and gas are the bills that 
have been suggested.  Jamie said she was not 
going to be going into the statehouse to testify 
against bills.  There was discussion of IAPA 
hiring a lobbyist.  A person was mentioned who 
is a land use attorney and worked for LSA.  
There was discussion of how should IAPA 
approach its position on various bills.   Phil 
expressed the thought that IAPA should develop 
a paper that broadly states IAPA’s background 
on particular issues and bills.   Phil said there 
were meetings scheduled with IACT and to 
come up with strategies for the second half of 
the session. 

 
d.  CDC Grant application update.  Four 
applications came in from Indiana.  86 proposals 
were submitted nationally.  APA will fund 10 to 
15 proposals.   
 
e.  Sponsorships – Bob wanted thoughts on 
sponsorships.  There was discussion of its 
focus, what the costs would be, etc.  It could be 
that people sponsors an event they could have 
their name on the registration form and the web 
site and it would be $xxx. 
 
5.  Officer Reports 
 
a.  President – Reviewed his attached report 

 
b.  President Elect – Josh reviewed his role as 
upcoming president; has to deal with elections – 
slate needs to have a slate to APA by May; 
elections will be for Secretary, PDO, and half of 
the region levels 
 
6.  Region Rep Reports 
 
a. Southern – Adam mentioned they had 
covered what they had in their report. 
 
b. Central – Aaron Kowalski said they had a 
successful event this past summer.  They had a 
Brewery Tour and others events that helped 
their summer event.  They are also planning a 
Habitat event. 
 
c. Northern - Craig reviewed an event in the 
northern region at Blue Chip and they only had 3 
or 4 sign up and they cancelled the event.  They 
are trying to reschedule for the Spring.  If they 
don’t think they will have a good turnout they 
may think.   
 
7.  Committee Discussion 
 
a. Membership – Adam Peaper reported.   
 
b. Legislative – See legislative report discussion 
above.  Phil noted that IAPA had a request to 
take a stance against the Indianapolis billboard 
act.  The response to a email sent out was that 
IAPA should have a more statewide focus rather 
than having a response to local issues.  Phil 
wanted to know if we should submit a response.  
The consensus was that Phil would write a 
response to the effect that IAPA should not be 
taking a stance on local issues.   
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c. PDO – no report 
 
d.  PODO – no report 
 
e.  Communications  - no report 
 
f.  Awards – Rachel and Josh reviewed the 
awards report.   
 
g.  Licensure – No report 
 
h.  Nominations – FAICP sponsorships are 
coming up 
 
i.  Sponsorships – No report 
 
j.  Faculty – Report from Lisa.  She invited 
people to join BSU’s uban planning facebook 
page. 
 
k.  Sponsors – No report. 
 
8.  External Organizations 
 
a.  Indy ReZone- No report. 
 
b.  Health by Design - No report. 
 
c.  Healthy Weight Initiative - No report. 
 
d.  Complete Streets - No report. 
 
8.  Work Plan for 2015 – Goals (Work Plan 2015 
is attached) 
 
a.  Young planners group – establish a young 
planners group that will meet with the board and 
attend the conferences and educate the 
populace about new issues.  This would 
potentially be a group of 35/under and students 
would be eligible.  There was discussion of how 
this could evolve.  Lisa Dunaway volunteered to 
help out.   
 
b.  Region Reps – The discussion was how can 
IAPA help the region reps.  There was 
discussion of doing some kind of CM webinar or 
conference call to focus on particular regional 
issues.  There was also a discussion of doing 
some kind of traveling workshop/event.  There 
was discussion of continuing the NittyGritty 
workshops for citizen planners.  This is not 
strictly IAPA but is a partnership with the 
universities and other organizations.  There was 
discussion of the regions doing a NittyGritty 
workshop this year as one of the events.  

Rachael Johnson brought up the idea of 
partnering with ULI on an event for 2015. 
 
c.  Sessions for Spring Conference – Need six 
sessions to fill out gaps.  There was discussion 
of potential sessions. 
 
d.  Legislative – how can the board help.  
Objective would be to do some position papers 
and meeting with IACT and others to 
demonstrate IAPA position.  Discussion of how 
to continue bill tracking in the light that Jamie is 
not in position to do this.  Committee, positional 
papers, and other actions to strengthen 
relationships with IAC and IACT are key for 
2015.   
 
9. Next Board Meeting on March 13, 2015 at 
The Corydon Group 
 
10.  Adjourn 
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Indiana Chapter, American Planning 
Association, 2015 Work Plan, 

3-13-2013 
 

1. Young Planners Group (YPG) 
a. Present idea at the 2015 Spring 

conference. 
b. Form mentoring group 
c. Create event for the 2015 Fall 

Conference in South Bend 

2. Region Representatives 
a. Team with affiliate organizations 

for regional events: ULI or ASLA 
b. Nitty Gritty events in 2015 for 

each region 
c. Research webinar events for 

entire membership, not just for 
region. 

3. Legislative  
a. Committee position papers; 

select some issues on 
legislation. 

b. Advocacy 
c. Research setting up a legislative 

day for planners at State House. 
d. Strengthen realtions with IACT 

and AIC. 

4. Conferences 
a. Develop successful conferences 

for Spring and Fall. 
b. Partner with Indiana Association 

for Community Economic 
Development at the Fall 
Conference in South Bend. 

5. Student Planning Associations (SPA) 
a. Meet with SPA at universities 

with Chapter professionals 
b. promote APA and Chapter 

membership 
c. promote YPG 
d. Assist with travel to National 

Conference. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


