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2016 Hoosier Planning Awards Program 
 
Thank you for your interest in the American Planning Association Indiana Chapter Hoosier Planning Awards. The 
APA Indiana Chapter seeks to recognize the best planning that Hoosiers have to offer on an annual basis. This 
guide will provide you with everything you need to know in order to make a nomination for an APA Indiana 
Chapter Hoosier Planning Award.  
 
The material in this document is organized into the following sections: 
 

• Schedule & Deadlines 
• Award Categories 
• Eligibility 
• Evaluation Criteria 
• Submission Requirements 
• General Policies 
• Nomination Form 

 
Please be sure to read through this material carefully so that you can accurately fulfill all of the nomination 
requirements. We look forward to reviewing your nominations. 
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Schedule & Deadlines 
 
• All required nomination materials must be submitted by Wednesday January 20, 2016, at 5:00 PM ET. Any 

entries received after this deadline will not be considered. 
• Winning entries will be notified as soon as possible prior to the Awards Luncheon. 
• The Hoosier Planning Awards Luncheon will take place at the APA Indiana Chapter Spring Conference in 

Muncie, Indiana, on February 19, 2016.  Please visit www.indianaplanning.org for more information and 
registration options for this event. 

 
Award Categories 
 
Nominations for Hoosier Planning Awards may be made in the following categories: 
 
Awards for Excellence in Planning 
 
• Outstanding Plan 

This category pertains to written plans representing significant advancement of planning in the state.  Plans 
may be made by a planning agency, team, firm, community group, or local authority.  Eligible plans include, 
but are not limited to, the following: 

Comprehensive Plans 
Housing Plans 
Corridor Plans 
Capital Improvements Plans  
Environmental/Resource Conservation plans 
Transportation Plans 
Redevelopment/Reuse Plans 

 
• Outstanding Best Practice 

For a specific planning tool, practice, program, project, or process that is a significant advancement to specific 
elements of planning. This category emphasizes results and demonstrates how innovative and state-of-the-art 
planning methods and practices helped to implement a plan. Examples: Regulations and codes, tax policies or 
initiatives, growth management or design guidelines, transferable development rights programs, land 
acquisition efforts, public/private partnerships, applications of technology, handbooks, or efforts that foster 
greater participation in community planning. 

 
• Outstanding Grassroots Initiative 

This category deals with community initiatives developed outside the normal sphere of planning, and 
demonstrating successful planning in non-traditional settings. Entries could include community policing and 
drug prevention programs, public health initiatives, neighborhood outreach initiatives, programs designed for 
special populations, public art or other cultural efforts, community festivals, summer recreational initiatives or 
focused tourism ventures. 

 
• Outstanding Student Project 

This award is given to an outstanding paper or class project by a student or group of students. Nominations 
may demonstrate the contribution of planning to contemporary issues, demonstrate the application of the 
planning process, or present applied research. Students in accredited and non-accredited urban planning 
programs are eligible for this award. Also, projects from programs in allied professions such as architecture, 
landscape architecture, or civil engineering with an emphasis on urban design or planning are eligible. 

 
 

http://www.indianaplanning.org/
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• Outstanding Communications Initiative 
This category recognizes excellence in coverage of community planning issues by all forms of media.  It 
seeks to honor efforts to “tell the planning story” and increase awareness and understanding of the planning 
profession. This award is open to all media in Indiana. 

 
• Outstanding Public Outreach 

This award deals with a public information program or project by a planning organization or firm hired to 
produce a package of materials, which could include print ads, videos, maps, that raise awareness of planning 
issues, increase community participation in planning, or make a significant contribution to advancing the 
cause planning in their community. 

 
• Outstanding Implementation 

Recognizing an effort that demonstrates a significant achievement for an area — a single community or a 
region — in accomplishing positive changes as a result of planning. This award emphasizes long-term, 
measurable results. Nominated efforts should have been in continuous effect for a minimum of three (3) 
years.  Examples: Plans for smart growth, signage, farmland preservation, urban design, wetland mitigation, 
resource conservation, capital improvements, citizen participation, zoning ordinances, unified development 
ordinances, neighborhood improvement, transportation management, or sustained economic development. 

 
Awards for Distinguished Leadership 
 
• Mike Carroll Award for Distinguished Leadership by a Professional Planner 

This is awarded to an individual that has contributed to the profession through significant and sustained 
leadership and service. This includes service at the local, state, or national level, or any combination of such 
experience. 

 
• Earl Franke Award for Distinguished Service to the Chapter 

This award recognizes an APA Indiana Chapter member who has made significant contributions to the 
advancement of the Chapter. 

 
• Distinguished Leadership by a Planning Advocate 

Awarded to an individual that is advancing the cause of planning in the public arena. This could include 
elected officials, Plan Commission or Board of Zoning Appeals members, or other appointed officials. It 
could also include citizen activists or neighborhood leaders. Practicing planners are not eligible for this award. 

 
Eligibility 
 
Nominations for Hoosier Planning Awards must meet the following eligibility requirements: 
 
Awards for Excellence in Planning 
 
• Projects, plans, initiatives, etc., nominated in the Excellence in Planning categories must have been completed 

no more than three years prior to January 1, 2016. 
• Projects, plans, initiatives, etc., nominated in the Excellence in Planning categories must not have previously 

won an APA Indiana Chapter Hoosier Planning Award in the category for which they are currently 
nominated. 

 
Awards for Distinguished Leadership 
• Individuals nominated in the Distinguished Leadership categories must not have previously won an APA 

Indiana Chapter Hoosier Planning Award in the same category for which they are currently nominated. 
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Evaluation Criteria 
 
Nominations for Hoosier Planning Awards will be evaluated for their achievement of the following criteria: 
 
Awards for Excellence in Planning 
 
• Originality/Innovation – Please document how your entry presents a visionary approach or innovative 

concept to address local needs. Explain how the use of the planning process in this context broadened 
accepted planning principles within the context of the local situation. 

 
• Transferability – Illustrate how the entry has potential application for others and how application of your 

entry’s components and methodology would further the cause of good planning. 
 
• Quality – Winning entries will represent excellence of thought, analysis, writing and graphics throughout the 

nomination, regardless of budgetary limitations. Indicate how available resources were used in a thoughtful 
and ethical process. 

 
• Comprehensiveness – Specify how planning principles have been observed, especially in consideration of 

your entry’s effects on other public objectives. Identify to what extent your entry includes elements important 
to the local community. 

 
• Public Participation/Collaboration – Explain the level of public participation in this effort. Describe the level 

of collaboration between leadership and competing interests. Winning entries demonstrate a strong effort to 
solicit input from those who historically have been left out of the planning process. 

 
• Effectiveness/Support – State how your entry addressed the need or problem that prompted the initiation. Be 

explicit about how the results have made a difference in the lives of the people affected. Describe how this 
effort has increased the community’s appetite for planning and the pursuit of similar initiatives.  

 
Awards for Distinguished Leadership by a Planning Advocate 
 
• Support of Planning/Planners – Illustrate how the nominee’s work has increased the understanding of the 

planning process. Indicate how the nominee has shown a clear understanding and support for the role of 
planners in public life.  

 
• Effectiveness/Results – Describe the extent that the nominee has been effective in formulating and 

implementing plans and ideas in support of good planning. Identify the level of influence and effectiveness 
achieved by the nominee within different segments of the community. 

 
General Policies 
 
In addition to the criteria and specifications provided elsewhere in this document, the following general policies 
will govern the Hoosier Planning Awards: 
 
• Conflicts of Interest: Members of the APA Indiana Chapter Awards Committee will recuse themselves from 

evaluation of nominations in a category where their work or that of their employer is nominated.  In such 
cases, the member may still participate in the evaluation of nominations in categories where they or their 
employer are not nominated. 

• Award Types: APA Indiana Chapter may award a Winner and an Honorable Mention in each award 
category.  The Chapter reserves the option of awarding multiple Winners/Honorable Mentions in a particular 
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category depending on the number and quality of nominations.  The Chapter may also choose not to award 
any Winners/Honorable Mentions in a category if nominations do not meet the applicable criteria (as 
specified elsewhere in this document). 

• Recognition of Winners: APA Indiana Chapter seeks to recognize all participants (consulting firms, local 
governments, etc.) in the production of a winning nomination as provided in the required list of participants 
(see Submission Requirements below) and in compliance with the AICP Code of Ethics and Professional 
Conduct Section B(17).  Any nomination found to be intentionally excluding participants in that list may be 
disqualified from Hoosier Planning Awards consideration. 

• Student Awards: Nominations in the Student Project category may be submitted by students or a professor in 
the program from which the nomination originates.  In the case of winning entries for a group of students, one 
award plaque will be produced for the group with individual insert sheets made available for each student that 
participated in the winning project. 

• Additional Awards Plaques: APA Indiana Chapter will produce and present a limited number of plaques to 
winning entries at the Awards Luncheon.  Additional plaques may be purchased after the Luncheon by 
contacting the Awards Committee Chair at the address provided below. 

• Final Award Selection: The APA Indiana Chapter Awards Committee will produce a set of recommended 
award winners and transmit those recommendations to the APA Indiana Chapter Board of Directors.  The 
Board will vote to ratify the proposal and the Awards Committee Chair will then notify all nominees of their 
status. 

 
Submission Requirements 
 
The following nomination materials are mandatory for all award categories. Entries that are missing any of the 
required materials, or that include materials that do not meet the specifications listed below, will not be 
considered. Please review your nomination materials carefully before you submit them to ensure that they are 
complete and within the stated parameters. All submissions will become the property of APA Indiana Chapter and 
will not be returned. 
 
A. Written Material 

All written material must be submitted electronically via the following link: 
 
http://goo.gl/forms/fXYCYD98tm 

 
1. Electronically signed and dated Nomination Form. 
2. A 150 word summary of the project or nominee’s accomplishments. This summary will be used in the 

production of the awards presentation in the event that the nominee is selected as a winner. 
3. A one-page summary of the submission, or in the case of an individual, a one-page resume 

(maximum 750 words). 
4. A two-page explanation demonstrating how the submission meets each of the criteria for the category 

in which the award is sought. An entry box for each of the criteria is provided on the electronic form 
(maximum 2000 characters per criteria). 

 
B. Supporting Materials & Graphics 

All supporting materials and graphics must be uploaded to the Awards FTP site according to the following 
instructions: 

• Enter the following address into your Windows Explorer (not Internet Explorer) address bar: 
ftp.indianaplanning.org 

• The Username is “awards@indianaplanning.org” and the Password is “awards2016” 
• Once you have accessed the site, open the folder titled “2016 Awards” 
• Open the folder matching the award category you are submitting a nomination for 

http://goo.gl/forms/fXYCYD98tm
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• Within that folder, create a folder for your nomination using the name of the project or person being 
nominated 

• Place all of your required supporting materials and graphics within the folder you created 
 

1. A one-page statement in support of the submission.  This may be in the form of a letter from an 
individual.  In the case of a plan or project, the individual shall not have been directly responsible for 
production of the nominated plan or project.  For example, someone who works for the Planning 
Department or consulting firm that did the plan or project may not submit a letter, but a mayor, 
council member, plan commissioner, or similar local official may. 

2. For nominations in an Excellence in Planning category, one copy of all relevant planning documents 
and materials pertaining to the nomination. 

3. For nominations in an Excellence in Planning category, a complete list of all consulting firms and/or 
local government units responsible for the nominated plan, project, implementation, etc. 

4. If nominating for Outstanding Communications Initiative, one copy of the nominated report in its 
original media (print, television, radio, etc.). 

5. 10 digital, copyright-free images. Each image must be a minimum of 250 dpi. 
6. A list of captions correlating with the 10 images. Captions must not exceed 25 words in length. 

 
Once all forms and materials have been submitted, please email Jennifer Higginbotham, AICP, APA Indiana 
Chapter Interim Awards Chair, at Jen.Higginbotham@IndyMPO.org to confirm that you have made a complete 
submittal. 

mailto:Jen.Higginbotham@IndyMPO.org

