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Thanks to the 2011 Spring Conference SponsorsThanks to the 2011 Spring Conference Sponsors

Friday, April 15, 2011
8:15 AM - 5:00 PM

Fort Harrison State Park Conference Center
5830 N. Post Rd.,  Indianapolis,  IN  46216  

Register Now for the APA-IN
Professional Development Conference

Conference Theme: “Getting Ahead of Our Time” 

• The Future of Urban and Rural Agriculture  (1.5 CM Credits)

• The Future of Development and Redevelopment  (1.5 CM Credits)

• How Trends in Infrastructure and Communication will Change Communities  (1.5 CM Credits)

• Indiana Legislative and Case Law Update  (1.5 CM Credits-Law)

• Registration for a Bonus Webinar Session on Planning Ethics  (1.5 CM Credits-Ethics)

Meaningful and Current Planning Education for Cities, Towns, and Counties

Register by going to www.indianaplanning.org

APA-IN Awards Luncheon
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HEALTH BY DESIGN
By:  Kim Irwin, MPH, CHES

Complete Streets for the Crossroads of America:  The Indiana Complete Streets Campaign Continues

You’re probably already familiar with the 
term Complete Streets – they’ve gotten a lot 
of attention around the state and nationally 
over the past few years, and we’ve even 
written about them in this publication in the 
past.  Some of you are already implementing 
Complete Streets – thank you for your 
leadership and hard work in advancing 
beyond just the concept!  But overall, as 
a state and as local jurisdictions, we still 
have considerable work ahead in order to 
realize the goal of roadways designed and 
operated for safe access and travel by all 
users - pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, 
and public transportation users of all 
ages and abilities alike.  I’m not going to 
sell you on the benefits of Complete Streets 
here.  Hopefully you’re already convinced – if 
not, please do check out some of the fact 
sheets and resources at www.completestreets.
org.  Instead, this article will update you on 
the latest developments in Indiana and will 
provide info on the ways you can continue 
to create stronger, healthier, more vibrant 
communities through transportation choices.  

Did you know that we now have four 
Complete Streets policies in the state?!  The 
Madison County Council of Governments 
(MCCOG) and the Northwestern Indiana 
Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) 
adopted policies last year, as did the City of 
Columbus through their Thoroughfare Plan.  
They join the Bloomington/Monroe County 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, which 
had the state’s first policy, adopted in January 
of 2009.  We look forward to seeing how policy 
implementation unfolds and to hearing of the 
benefits your communities incur.  Nice work!  

We are also aware of nearly 20 other 
communities around the state that are talking 
about and/or working towards policies.  It’s 
going to take the dedication and commitment 
of many to keep things moving forward, 
answer questions, address concerns, and 
assert needed political pressure; however, 
we’ve developed such a strong network of 
partners and advocates, that I’m certain we 
will find several successes in the year ahead.  

I’m looking forward to adding more Indiana 
communities to the national list of Complete 
Streets policies, which is now more than 200 
strong. 

In addition, INDOT has let us know that they 
have added a Complete Streets (CS) section 
to their Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) 
Planning Guidelines.  They stated that, “By 
including it with CSS, the concept of Complete 
Streets will automatically be a part of our 
planning and design processes.”
The Context Sensitive Solutions definition 
and policy to include a complete streets 
philosophy can be found at www.indianaCSS.
org.   We look forward to tracking how both 
CSS and CS will be implemented in state 
projects moving forward. 

As I write though, House Bill 1354 (Complete 
Streets Guidelines) sits awaiting a hearing in 
the Roads and Transportation Committee, 
and time is running out.  Committee Chair 
Ed Soliday (317-232-9603; h4@in.gov), had 
indicated to us last month that he would hear 
the bill in committee, but he has since wavered 
and we haven’t yet seen a commitment of 
action.  If you’re willing, please contact him, 
let him know of the importance of the bill 
in your work, and request that he give it a 
hearing.  While you’re at it, feel free to contact 
Representative Nancy Dembowski (317-234-
9012; h17@in.gov) to thank her for sponsoring 
this legislation!  You may also want to reach 
out to other legislators from your area to 
ask for their sponsorship and/or support of 
this bill and to let them know how it would 
impact your community.  Because we do not 
have a corresponding Senate bill, we must 
have a hearing soon if there is any chance of a 
positive outcome in this session.  

If this bill fails to gain traction, another 
year will pass in which we invest millions 
and millions of dollars into transportation 
infrastructure that isn’t planned or operated 
to provide safe, convenient, effective mobility 
options for the 1/3 of our population that 
doesn’t drive.  Many children will continue 
to be driven or bussed less than a mile to 

the neighborhood school.  Pedestrians will 
be killed crossing streets. Transit riders will 
stand in ditches while waiting and those in 
wheelchairs will be forced to use the streets.  
Hoosiers in countless neighborhoods across 
the state will find it dangerous, difficult, 
and imprudent to go even a few blocks 
without a car.  And, as is so often the case, 
this lack of mobility will continue to have 
the greatest impact on people who have 
the least flexibility: senior citizens, people 
living in poorer and predominantly minority 
neighborhoods, and children.  What is it 
going to take for us to begin thinking and 
acting differently?  The way we have been 
doing it just doesn’t work for most people!  

We need your help.  Effective Complete 
Streets policy development and 
implementation works best when it is 
guided by the needs and priorities of local 
communities.   Policies must be visionary, but 
there is still room for flexibility and context-
sensitivity.  At the same time, action is needed 
across jurisdictional levels and among all 
decision-makers for the full benefits of 
Complete Streets to be realized.  

Pause for just a moment and really look 
around at the places where you live and work, 
where your children learn and play, where 
you shop and eat and worship.  Are they safe, 
accessible, and welcoming if you’re not in a 
car?      

Think about your clients and those you serve 
professionally.  Where are the transportation 
gaps?  What community needs aren’t being 
met through current roadway planning and 
design?  What policies and practices are 
getting in the way of mobility? 

Talk with your colleagues.  What are their 

Finally, turn to your elected officials and 
community leaders.  Tell them what you 
see, your concerns, and your suggestions 
for improvements.  Ask for their leadership 
in passing Complete Streets policies.   Hold 
them accountable for making wise, effective 
infrastructure investments.     
Working together we will create a better 
transportation future for Hoosiers – one 
that protects our most vulnerable citizens, 
encourages public health, conserves our 
natural resources, and supports economic 
growth.  Thank you for all of the ways that 
you’ve supported and advanced Complete 
Streets.  Please don’t hesitate to get in touch 
with how we can best help you.  Till next 
time…

Resources: 
•	 http://www.healthbydesignonline.org/

IndianaCompleteStreetsCampaign.html

•	 http://www.completestreets.org/

•	 http://www.in.gov/apps/lsa/session/
billwatch/billinfo?year=2011&session=1&requ
est=getBill&doctype=HB&docno=1354

Indiana Policies:
•	 Bloomington/Monroe County Metropolitan 

Planning Organization	(MPO)	Complete Streets 
Policy	(adopted	January	9,	2009)

•	 Madison County Council of Governments	
(MCCOG)	Complete Streets Policy	(adopted	
February	2010)

•	 Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning 
Commission (NIRPC)	Complete Streets 
Resolution	(approved	May	2010)

•	 City of Columbus Thoroughfare Plan, 
An Element of the City of Columbus 
Comprehensive Plan	(effective	November	10,	2010)

experiences with 
Complete Streets 
approaches on 
a personal and 
professional level?  
What issues are 
we as advocates 
overlooking and 
underestimating?  
How can we promote 
systematic change 
within our own 
organizations and 
those we serve?  
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THE NATURE OF PLANNING
By: Shaena Reinhart

Just Because it’s Green Doesn’t Mean it’s Good

Many of you have probably heard the term 
“invasive species” by now.  It probably brings 
to mind the big, flying carp we keep hearing 
so much about, or the kudzu vine that has 
blanketed trees, power lines, and probably 
a few houses south of us.  But did you know 
that there are several invasive plant species 
right here in our own neighborhoods?  Many 
landowners have no idea that the berry-
producing shrub in the fencerow or the little, 
white, flowering plant in the woods are exotic, 
invasive species that need to be removed.  
We have been taught over and over that 
preserving green space and natural vegetation 
is beneficial to our water quality, wildlife 
habitat, and sense of community.  However, 
just because it’s green, doesn’t mean it’s good.  
Read on to discover why invasive plants are 
such a problem and how you can help reverse 
the damage they are causing!

Invasive species are ones that spread 
prolifically, often dominating a landscape 
by out-competing all other plants.  They 
are often exotic, meaning that they are not 
originally from the area in which they are 
found.  When these invasive plants spread, 
they steal sunlight, water, and nutrients from 
our native species, and often eliminate them 
from the area.  Reducing the diversity of 
plants in an area is detrimental to the health 
of the ecosystem.  Wildlife may be deprived 
of food or shelter, invasive species may feed 
exotic pests or spread disease, and invasive 
plants may not provide the same soil and 
water quality benefits that native species do.  
A landscape is more productive and provides 
more benefits when it contains a healthy 
balance of native species.

Invasives can be difficult to control due 
to their quick spreading behavior.  Early 
detection is key, so learn what common 
invasive species are and watch for them.  If 
found, these plants can be manually pulled, 
mechanically cut or removed, or chemically 
treated.  Sometimes a combination of these 
methods is most effective.  The best method 
and time to remove a plant varies with each 

species, so carefully research the plant before 
taking action.  Be sure to continue watching 
the area, as more plants are likely to sprout.  
On average, it takes 3-4 years for complete 
eradication.  A project will also be more 
successful if native species are planted after 
removal of the invasives.  

Some of the most common invasive plant 
species in Central Indiana (See photos below 
and at right) are: 
•	 garlic	mustard	(Alliaria	petiolata)

•	 Asian	bush	honeysuckle	(Lonicera	spp.)

•	 autumn	olive	(Elaeagnus	umbellata)

•	 multiflora	rose	(Rosa	multiflora)

•	 Japanese	honeysuckle	(Lonicera	japonica)

•	 crown	vetch	(Coronilla	varia)	

•	 phragmites	(Phragmites	australis)

•	 cut-leaved	teasel	(Dipsacus	laciniatus)

•	 Canada	thistle	(Cirsium	arvense)

Many of these species are no longer available 
on the market, but some are.  Do not, under 
any circumstances, plant them!  They will 
spread and continue to cause problems in 
our communities’ green spaces.  If you find 
an infestation, encourage the landowner to 
remove the plants and replace them with 
beneficial native species.  Green space filled 
with native plants truly is a green idea.

APA-IN Awards Program

The annual APA Indiana Chapter Hoosier 
Planning Awards honor excellence in plans, 
individuals and organizations that have 
advanced the practice of planning.  We invite 
you to participate in the celebration of the 
best of Indiana planning by nominating 
projects, plans and people that you believe 
deserve special recognition.  There are eleven 
award categories covering the broad reach of 
planning.   

The deadline for award applications is Friday, 
March 11, 2011, 5:00pm ET. To be eligible, projects 
must have been completed between January 
1st, 2010 and December 31st, 2010.  The 
presentation of awards will occur at the APA 
Indiana Chapter Spring Conference on April 
15, 2011.

Awards for Excellence in Planning

•	 Outstanding	Plan

•	 Outstanding	Project

•	 Outstanding	Community	Initiative

•	 Outstanding	Student	Project

•	 Outstanding	Journalism

•	 Outstanding	Marketing	Project

•	 Outstanding	Implementation	of	a	Plan	or	Project

Awards for Distinguished Leadership

•	 Mike	Carroll	Award	for	Distinguished	Leadership	by	a	
Professional	Planner

•	 Earl	Franke	Award	for	Distinguished	Service	to	the	
Chapter

•	 Distinguished	Leadership	by	an	Elected	Official

•	 Distinguished	Leadership	by	a	Citizen	Planner

For more information about the Hoosier 
Planning Awards, or to obtain the awards 
application package, please see:
www.indianaplanning.org or contact:  
Shannon Norman, 765-653-7719
snorman@cityofgreencastle.com.

Shannon Norman
APA-IN Awards Committee Chair

Asian bush honeysuckle: Photo courtesy of USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service

Multiflora rose: Photo courtesy of USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service

Garlic mustard blankets the understory of this 
forest.
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POP CULTURE FOR PLANNERS
By: K.K. Gerhart-Fritz, AICP

Is there anything left to Celebrate?

Back in the mid-1990’s, APA held its National 
Planning Conference at Disney World.  As you 
can probably guess, session attendance was 
not very high, and they never returned to this 
location.  I actually went to the conference 
sessions, though I did stay a few extra days 
to enjoy Disney with my husband and 
small children.  I don’t know who was more 
frightened during our Disney experience, my 
toddler with her fear of the life-size Goofy, 
or me over the horror of Disney’s version of 
reality. Let me tell you about one memorable 
mobile workshop to Disney’s new urbanist 
planned community, Celebration, Florida, 
which was still under construction.

The tour was memorable to me, not because 
I was so impressed with the planned town, 
but because the spiel we were given sounded 
as authentic to me as Disney’s Main Street 
looks.  I didn’t mind the false front to pretty 
up the construction trailer, but I didn’t like the 
message they were giving out on how they 
were going to make a successful community.  
The Celebration Company’s official line was:

Celebration will work, not because 
of its planning, not because of its 

architecture, technology, school or 
health campus, but because of its 

residents.

As an avowed skeptic of New Urbanism, I 
remember questioning them about how 
they could be so sure of this.  Company 
representatives told us that people would 
choose to live there because they embraced 
the values of a simpler time, represented by 
the Town.  Nice people would choose to live 
there, who would be involved and know their 
neighbors.  Then I recall actually being told 
by our tour guide that new residents would 
be welcomed with pies and there would 
be a monthly pitch-in at the Celebration 
Community Center to build that sense of 
community.

So I may have been one of the few that were 
not surprised during the past year when we 
started hearing about bad things happening 
in perfect Celebration.  The town’s housing 
values last year had dropped by 60% from the 
2006 peak.  Many of its mandated white picket 
fences and front porches were in foreclosure.  
Celebration, where the  median home value 
is twice what it is for the rest of Florida, had a 
foreclosure rate of 1 in 20 last year, while the 
state’s rate was 1 in 48, according to Legalprise 
in West Palm Beach, Florida.  Why the high 
foreclosure rate?  It turns out that so many of 
the homes in Celebration became vacation 
homes, not primary residences, and that with 
the recent economic downturn, many owners 
could not maintain that extravagant lifestyle.
  
But worse things have come to this Disney- 
inspired “G”-rated community; Celebration 
has recently seen “R” rated violence.  The 
community had its first murder over the 
Thanksgiving 2010 weekend, when a homeless 
acquaintance murdered a resident.  The next 
week a resident killed himself after a 14-
hour stand-off with police.  His home was in 
foreclosure.  After those year-end incidents, 
one resident was quoted as saying, “It looks 
like a different kind of movie set now, with 
roads barricaded, the SWAT team in evidence 
and crime tape visible.”   Up until the murder, 
the most shocking crime was graffiti on their 
Veterans Memorial.  Now there is dismay that 
Celebration has the same problems as the rest 
of the country, including a recent school lock-
down because of a divorced and disgruntled 
parent seen with a gun.

Crime (particularly break-ins) has sky-rocketed 
in my Indianapolis neighborhood, and we 
have also seen some foreclosures.  Still, that 
is to be expected when times are hard.  I am 
glad for my grounding in reality and I prefer 
to live in a place where my neighbors live here 
year-round, we aren’t surprised by occasional 
vandalism from teens, and we see the ugly 
house as one of those minor things to be 
tolerated. 

What did we learn from Celebration?  
Matching architecture, cleanliness, and 
fake snow from the light posts 4 times per 
night (I am not making this up) don’t make 
a community.  People can still become 
disenfranchised, despite attempts to legislate 
a sense of “community”.  Full-time residency 
helps, but it ultimately comes down to 
people becoming engaged with each other 
by choice.  While Celebration didn’t end up 
being immune to the darker things in life, it 
can still become a true community, which is 
imperfect by nature.  In fact, it is sometimes 
the tragedies that pull neighbors together.  
Now, time for me to go; it is my turn to deliver 
homemade brownies to the new neighbors…  
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Legislative Update 2011

It’s nearing half time at the Indiana General 
Assembly. More than 1,200 bills were filed this 
year and most of them will die after Monday 
for lack of a committee hearing. The House 
and Senate will have an additional week to 
pass bills that have received a hearing.

What’s happening? 

HB 1311 Numerous Changes to Planning and Zoning 
Law is a bill that was developed by the Land 
Use and Zoning Section of the Indiana Bar 
Association and reviewed by the APA IN Board. 
It is a bill that will update statutory language 
to address many years of court cases and make 
a number of other pragmatic changes. More 
specifically, it does the following:
•	 Allows	a	plan	commission	to	grant	waivers	from	the	
subdivision	control	ordinance,	and	provides	that	a	plan	
commission	may	allow	or	require	a	commitment	to	be	
made	

•	 Clarifies	the	statute	regarding	commitments	and	
conditions.

•	 Makes	changes	regarding	the	qualifications	of	citizen	
members	of	plan	commissions	and	boards	of	zoning	
appeals

•	 Provides	procedures	for	vacation	of	a	plat,	including	any	
recorded	covenants

•	 Allows	the	appointment	of	alternate	members	to	all	
plan	commissions	(current	law	allows	only	an	area	plan	
commission	to	appoint	alternate	members)

•	 Includes	additional	language	regarding	disqualification	
of	plan	commission	and	board	of	zoning	appeals	
members	due	to	financial	interest	or	bias

•	 Eliminates	review	of	zoning	decisions	by	certiorari,	and	
establishes	a	judicial	review	procedure

The bill passed the House. Yipee! The third 
time’s the charm.

SB 397 Membership of boards of zoning appeals did 
not receive a committee hearing. It sought 
to allow non-resident property owners to 
serve as the 2-mile fringe representatives on 
municipal BZAs. A cleaned up version of this 
concept likely will be added to HB 1311 in the 
Senate.

SB 69 Annexation is a bill that would change 
significantly the process for annexing property. 
The version that passed the Senate contains 
the following provisions:
•	 Eliminates	the	current	process	for	municipally-
determined	annexations.	Cities	and	towns	would	have	
to	get	the	signatures	of	60%	of	property	owners	or	
owners	of	75%	of	the	assessed	value	after	initiating	an	
annexation.	All	such	annexations	would	go	before	a	
court	for	a	decision	about	whether	the	action	will	go	
forward.	

•	 Eliminates	the	decisionmaking	guidance	provided	to	
judges	regarding	municipally-determined	annexations.

•	 Allows	a	person	to	intervene	as	a	party	at	the	hearing	to	
review	the	annexation	and	fiscal	plan	if:	(1)	the	person	is	
an	owner	of	property	in	the	territory;	(2)	the	person	and	
no	other	owner	of	the	property	have	signed	the	petition	
filed	by	the	municipality;	and	(3)	the	person	appeared	
at	the	hearing	conducted	by	the	municipality	on	the	
annexation	ordinance	or	submitted	a	remonstrance	or	
other	document	into	the	record	of	the	hearing.	Retains	
both	options	for	property-owner	initiated	annexations.	
Eliminates	remonstrance	procedures.	Leaves	only	
options	for	appeal.	Prohibits	municipalities	from	
participating	in	the	collection	of	signatures	under	these	
options.

•	 Eliminates	waivers	of	remonstrance	(because	it	
eliminates	remonstrances).

•	 Allows	municipalities	to	annex	noncontiguous	territory	
for	the	purpose	of:	(1)	an	industrial	park;	(2)	a	shopping	
center	or	mall;	or	(3)	an	economic	development	area.

SB 10 Annexation Remonstrance Waivers was passed 
by the Senate Local Government Committee. 
It is eligible for floor action this week. The bill 
would limit any waivers of remonstrance to 10 
years.

What can you do? 
•	 Review	bills	at	www.in.gov/apps/lsa/session/

billwatch/billinfo.	Watch	the	APA-IN	list	serv	for	
updates	on	committee	hearings	and	floor	action.	

•	 Contact	your	legislators	and	let	them	know	what	you	
think!	If	you	are	unsure	about	who	your	legislators	
are,	use	these	websites	to	identify	your	legislators	and	
their	contact	information	(http://www.in.gov/
sliverheader/Welcome.do?url=http://kyeo-in.
egis.39dn.com/).

•	 Join	the	APA-	IN	Policy	and	Legislative	Committee.	
We	need	folks	who	are	willing	to	help	us	analyze	bills,	
develop	chapter	positions,	and/or	testify	as	needed.	
Contact	me	at	jlpalmer@iupui.edu.	

Jamie Palmer, 
APA-IN Policy & Legislative Committee Chair

Bloomington Recognized for 
Promoting Bicycling

In September 2010, the League of American 
Bicyclists designated Bloomington as a 
Bicycle Friendly City at the Silver Level. 
Bloomington has received this award 
every year since 2003 at the Bronze level. 
Because of efforts such as construction of 
Bloomington’s downtown rail-trail project 
called the B-Line Trail and the development of 
the Bloomington Platinum Biking Task Force, 
the City was awarded with a higher level of 
designation this year. 

Bloomington is the first community in the 
State of Indiana to be recognized at the 
Silver Level. The Bloomington Platinum 
Biking Task Force was created in 2010 
with the goal of helping the City reach the 
Platinum recognition level by 2016. “[This 
award proves] Bloomington’s commitment 
to improving and promoting bicycling in 
the community,” said Mayor Mark Kruzan. 
“We’ve come a long way, and we’re not done 
yet. We will continue to make transportation 
alternatives a priority.”

For more information about the City’s 
recent award, contact Raymond Hess, Senior 
Transportation Planner, at (812) 349-3423 or 
hessr@bloomington.in.gov. 

James Roach, AICP
Southern Region Representative

APA Certification Maintenance Credits 
offered in Bloomington

Planners in southern Indiana can take 
advantage of CM credits offered by the APA 
in Bloomington. The City of Bloomington has 
subscribed to the 2010/2011 APA Advanced 
Intensive Series of web conferences for its 
staff. Bloomington Planning Director Tom 
Micuda, AICP, has opened the sessions to 
other planners in the region. 

According to the APA, the Advanced Intensive 
Series web conferences “connect you to 
panels of experts discussing a variety of 
topics. Ask your questions of the speakers, 
and expand upon your experience with 
a special program website that contains 
readings, note sheets, and links to useful 
websites.”

The next web conferences in 2011 are May 
11th with the topic of “Renewable Local 
Energy” and June 20th with the topic of 
“Planning Law Review.” Both of these web 
conferences provide an opportunity for 1.5 
CM credits, are offered in the Bloomington 
City Council Chambers at 401 N. Morton 
Street and take place from 4:00-5:30 (Eastern).

For More Information, contact APA-IN 
Southern Region representative James Roach, 
AICP, at (812) 349-3423 or southernregion2@
indianaplanning.org. 

James Roach, AICP
Southern Region Representative

Southern
Region

Southern
Region
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Southern
Region

This spring, ground will be broken for another 
public/private partnership. The City and 
Buckingham Companies from Indianapolis 
are collaborating on redevelopment of an 
entire city block that includes one entire side 
of the courthouse square. This block recently 
contained a surface parking lot. Buckingham 
will be building 146 apartments and 14,000 
square feet of retail space that will wrap 
the recently completed 2nd Street Parking 
Garage. Mr. Vujovich notes that this project 
is an important one for Columbus because 
it will provide housing that will “create 
additional activity in downtown after 5:00.” 

•	 IU	Center	for	Art	and	Design:	This	collaboration	
between	IU	and	the	Community	Education	Coalition	
of	Columbus	was	announced	in	December,	2010.	It	
includes	remodeling	of	existing	office	space	into	7000	
square	feet	of	office	and	classrooms.	The	center	should	
be	complete	by	the	start	of	the	2011-2012	academic	
year.	

•	 Mill	Race	Center:	This	24,000	square	foot	senior	
community	center	will	open	in	the	first	quarter	of	2011.	
The	center	is	adjacent	to	Mill	Race	Park,	immediately	
northwest	of	downtown.

The start of 2011 presents Columbus 
with many additional opportunities and 
challenges. Future projects being considered 
by the City include the relocation and 
redevelopment of the downtown post office, 
adaptive reuse of the recently vacated historic 
Pump House building, the construction of a 
stadium to further expand the City’s amateur 
sports opportunities and the possible 
development of a Sports Authority to 
coordinate all of the City’s sports endeavors. 

Challenges will come to the City, but as 
Glenn Gareis of Storrow Kinsella Associates, 
a consultant on the plan update, notes, 
Columbus has adapted well to challenges. 
“Columbus has always stuck to the sprit of the 
plan, while still being adaptable. They have 
used the plan as an economic development 
tool and have been able to build demand in 
downtown while keeping it vital and active.” 
Mr. Vujovich lists the upcoming elections 
as a potential challenger. With four empty 
City Council seats and the retirement of 
Current Mayor Fred Armstrong, the new 
leadership will bring new energy to the City 
but may also bring new priorities. Finally, 
with “The Strategic Development Plan for 
Downtown Columbus” entering its 6th year, 
the Redevelopment Commission is working 
to update the plan based on lessons learned 
since its adoption. The draft plan notes that 
“continuing to invest in the future of the 
community will benefit all who reside, work 
and interact with Columbus.” 
For more information about these projects, 
please contact the Columbus Redevelopment 
Commission at:
(812) 376-2547.

James Roach, AICP
Southern Region Representative

Strategic Development Plan for 
Downtown Columbus, Five Years Later

In the March, 2008 edition of “Scanning 
Planning,” Heather Pope and Ed Curtin 
introduced APA-IN to the “Strategic 
Development Plan for Downtown Columbus” 
in their article “Columbus’ Vision is 20/20.” The 
article outlined the community’s visioning 
process for downtown and the adoption of the 
plan. In the three years that have passed since 
2008, some of the projects described have 
been built, some have hit roadblocks, and 
new projects are in the planning stages. The 
2005 Strategic Development Plan continues 
to drive both public and private investment in 
downtown Columbus.

The plan strives to enhance Columbus’ 
regional appeal by directing appropriate 
development downtown and remove barriers 
to future quality downtown developments. 

Two projects described in the 2008 article have 
been completed. These include an 85 room 
Hotel Indigo and a 400 space parking garage 
with ground floor retail space, the City’s first 
structured parking garage. Both of these 
projects opened in the Spring of 2008. 

Two described projects have faced challenges. 
The proposed 90 room Candlewood Suites 
hotel and the connected Johnson Education 
and Meeting center have not yet broken 
ground. Development was stalled with 
uncertainty of the future of the new Commons 
project during a period of remonstrance and 
because of changes to the lending market. 
While delayed, The Commons project is 
scheduled to open in late March/early April 
2011. This is a landmark project for downtown 

Columbus that was initially scheduled to start 
construction in the fall of 2008. Construction 
was delayed by remonstrance by a citizen 
group opposed to a bond issue. 

Originally built in 1972, The Commons has 
since been a fixture in downtown Columbus. 
The Commons provides an indoor playground, 
meeting rooms and shopping. The new 
Commons will feature all of these activities, 
plus performance space, a two story children’s 
climbing wall and storefront retail locations 
along the side streets. The building will also 
include 30,000 square feet of green roof and a 
hopeful LEED silver certification. 

Another important new building in downtown 
Columbus is the Cummins office building. 
Fortune 500 diesel engine manufacturer 
Cummins sought space for 500 new 
professional employees in 2008. The company 
constructed a 4 story, 100,000 square foot 
office building adjacent to the Commons. The 
building was completed in April, 2009. Since 
completion of the new building, Cummins has 
recently announced a second expansion of 350 
new professional employees. The company has 
acquired the former Irwin Financial building 
designed by Eero Saarinen in 1954. Saarinen 
is most well known as the designer of the St. 
Louis Gateway Arch. 
Redevelopment Commission President Tom 
Vujovich points to the City’s construction 
of the Jackson Street parking garage as 
instrumental in the keeping the new Cummins 
jobs downtown. He says that the “City has 
sent a message to the community and outside 
developers that we are willing to commit 
local dollars for public/private partnerships to 
enhance downtown.” 

Other ongoing projects:
•	 Riverfront	Development	District:	Created	in	2009	
under	authority	of	IC	7.1-3/20,	this	district	allows	the	
City	to	provide	additional	alcoholic	beverage	permits	
with	local	guidelines	within	a	specific	area	of	the	
downtown	near	the	riverfront.	Originally	authorizes	
for	5	permits	which	were	quickly	used,	the	district	was	
amended	a	year	ago	to	include	a	total	of	10	permits.	

•	 Athletic	Venues:	The	2005	Strategic	Development	Plan	
encouraged	the	City	to	look	toward	amateur	athletics	
to	attract	new	markets	to	downtown.	To	that	end,	
the	City	has	two	ongoing	projects	related	to	amateur	
sports.	The	first	is	an	outdoor	sports	complex	located	
in	the	floodplain	of	Flatrock	River.	This	complex	would	
include	4	fields	for	softball	and	baseball	and	4	fields	
for	football	and	soccer.	The	City	is	currently	working	
through	the	Indiana	Department	of	Natural	Resources	
process	for	construction	in	the	floodplain.	The	second	
project	is	the	Columbus	Athletics	and	Exposition	
Center.	This	privately	financed	project	was	originally	
anticipated	to	be	open	in	early	2010,	but	was	delayed	
due	to	the	current	economic	and	lending	climate.	
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Blogs: Staying Current on Planning 

For this column I want to focus on something 
that has been a trend recently: blogs.  I myself, 
use numerous blogs both local and across 
the country to help me stay “up-to-date” on 
emerging trends in the built environment.  I 
would like to take the next few paragraphs 
and focus on some of the blogs I’ve found 
to be useful and hopefully help those of you 
who may not have known about these blogs 
to check them out every now and then.  The 
blogs and websites I’ll focus on are: Urban 
Indy, Urbanophile, and GOOD:is.  

Urban Indy is a local blog dedicated to 
exploring the importance of sensible 
neighborhood redevelopment, mass transit, 
pedestrian mobility, and maintaining a bicycle 
culture in Indianapolis.  It is comprised of 9 
bloggers that have a passion for cities and 
advocacy for Indianapolis.  The blog posts 
are separated into four primary sections: 
Neighborhoods (the cultural districts, and 
other surrounding neighborhoods around 
Indianapolis), transit, biking, and pedestrian 
walkability.  Check the blog out at: 
http://www.urbanindy.com/

Urbanophile is a blog focused on 
understanding what makes American cities 
tick.  The blog is written by Aaron Renn who 
is an urban analyst from Chicago (though 
originally from a small town in Indiana).  His 
blog is dedicated to urban sustainability, 
which is conceptualized as formulating a new 
concept for urban areas across the US, and 
believing in the greatness of American cities.  
It is an interesting take on urban issues and 
well worth a read. Check the blog out here: 
http://www.urbanophile.com/

GOOD: is a website based on providing 
information on what is good design in today’s 
world.  While the website focuses on several 
different angles, the tabs most applicable to 
planning and urban design are cities, design, 
and transportation.  This website is great for 
understanding how to produce simple and 
informative information graphics that can help 
the public understand planning and other 
complex issues.  Check the website out here: 
http://www.good.is/

While there are a ton of blogs out there on 
planning and urban development  here are 
3 sites that I visit on a regular basis to keep 
up to date on trends.  Hopefully, they will be 
of interest to many of you.  However, explore 
the internet for new blogs as well.  There’s 
something out there for everyone and it’s 
bound to open your eyes to new innovative 
ideas in the development world.

Megan Fish
APA-IN Public Information Officer (PIO) 

Revitalization + Transit

As an urban planner/designer whose 
passion is the built environment, I want 
to focus this column on revitalization and 
redevelopment, and specifically its importance 
to downtowns across the country.  This is a 
focus of many of my projects, and my interests 
in my professional career also deal greatly 
with downtown revitalization and how to 
effectively pursue this.

One of many redevelopment key factors 
that can be utilized in several downtowns 
is transit oriented design or transit oriented 
development.  Transit oriented development 
in simple terms is utilizing mixed use 
development that is centered around 
transit nodes where access to transit lines is 
maximized.  It is geared toward pedestrian 
walkability and connecting people to places 
through destinations and in particular 
destination driven streets.  

I have been fortunate during my 
undergraduate and graduate studies at Ball 
State University to have had the opportunity 
to explore transit oriented development locally 
in Indianapolis.  During my undergraduate 
studies, my final comprehensive planning 
studio focused on the Nickel Plate Rail 
line corridor that runs from downtown 
Indianapolis to Noblesville.  Each student in 
our class took one designated transit stop 
and designed it according to its location and 
needs.  I had the first stop out of downtown 
Indianapolis at Washington Street and College.  
This allowed me to explore how an urban stop 
should develop and what types of uses were 
needed.  This interest was furthered through 
my graduate studies in urban design where 
the focus was switched from commuter rail 
along the Nickel Plate line to light rail along 

Washington Street.  Our masters of urban 
design class spent a year looking at the East 
Washington Corridor and how transit can 
be utilized in the revitalization of this area.  
It’s pretty amazing the potential that can 
come from utilizing public transportation 
for economic development.  To view more 
information on the East Washington Corridor, 
take a look at www.nd20.org.  It’s a blog and 
website dedicated to the Ball State’s urban 
design programmed based out of downtown 
Indianapolis.  At this site you can visit and 
review the proposals created for the East 
Washington corridor from the class of 2010 
and learn about what the next group is up 
too as well.  Check it out!  There are lots of 
great innovative ideas for mass transportation 
in this corridor.  

It is also important to consider how other 
cities have dealt with transit and to notice 
which one has successfully implemented 
some type of transit.  A few cities to note 
with good transit include Portland, Oregon; 
Denver Colorado, and Washington, DC.  
All of these cities have a well connected 
system that is simple and efficient for users.  
Portland’s system offers one of the most 
comprehensive transit networks that include 
accommodations for bus systems, streetcar 
and trolley routes, and bicycle paths.  Denver 
also has quite an impressive system.  Its 
system encompasses both light rail and 
the 16th street mall bus that is efficient for 
downtown use.  Washington DC also has a 
pretty efficient and easy to use metro system.  

It is important to note that most cities 
with comprehensive and mostly successful 
systems have a long range plan approved.  
This is why I’m primarily so pleased to see the 
IndyConnect initiatives.  It shows that we are 
thinking long-term, which is very significant 
to how the future of Indianapolis and Indiana 
as a whole can prosper and further economic 
development.  As the public information 
officer for APA-IN, I think it is significant to 
stress the importance of mass transportation 
to the quality of life of our region as well as 
furthered economic development.  Advocate 
for better planning, by understanding the 
importance for a connected system of transit 
in Indiana!  Thanks for reading! 

Megan Fish
APA-IN Public Information Officer (PIO) 

16th Street Mall  in 
Denver.  
Source: Website

Denver Bike Share 
Program.  
Source: Website

Portland Streetcar.  Source: Website

Denver Light Rail.  
Source:  Megan Fish

Washington DC Transit.  Source:  Megan Fish
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Final Project Review

Forth Year Urban Planning: Comprehensive Field Studio
Lafayette Square Area 
By: Lauren Petersen, Urban Planning and
Development Class of 2011

This past semester the senior urban planning 
students completed their last semester of 
studio by working with the Lafayette Square 
Area Coalition on a redevelopment proposal 
for the Lafayette Square International Market 
Place. The final presentations and findings 
prepared by the class served as a guiding 
document to promote development, design, 
and functional improvements for the area. 
Rather than having a formal review process 
with a jury, the class was able to present their 
findings at one of the monthly Lafayette 
Square Area Coalition Meetings. While there, 
students garnered feedback from members 
of the coalition, community leaders, and 
local citizens. The final document created by 
the class was then presented to the board in 
hopes of guiding the future redevelopment of 
the Lafayette Square Area.

Third Year Urban Planning:  Neighborhood Planning 
Studio
Muncie Neighborhood Plan
By: Kyle Van Klompenburg BUPD Class of 2012

The Muncie Neighborhood Plan was a 
semester long project that put the third year 
class into small groups to collect data and 
then to work together to develop a team-wide 
development strategy for the district. Each 
group received a different section of Muncie so 
that each district of the city was accounted for.

The initial work in each district was based 
around the city wide Muncie Action Plan 
(MAP), which is the result of an intensive 
yearlong, citizen-based initiative to create 
a holistic, collaborative vision and Action 
Plan for the future of the city. The MAP was 
completed in the summer of 2010, just in time 
to be utilized by our studio’s neighborhood 
plans.

Throughout the semester this project 
encompassed and further developed multiple 
different skill sets needed in the planning 
profession including: case studies, charrette 
style diagrams, communication, community 
recommendations, comparative analysis, 
document layout design, field observation, 
GIS mapping, presentation and visual aids, 
qualitative and quantitative data collection 
and analysis, survey creation, web site design, 
and writing and editing.
This project also incorporated common 
planning issues that need to be understood 
and communicated to the public in an 
understandable fashion. These issues 
include but are not limited to the following: 
community services, history and education, 
housing, economic development, energy 
and environment, internal and external 
influences, land use and zoning, Lynchian 
elements, parks and open space, retail and 
commercial services, social and cultural 
character, topography and natural systems, 
transportation and circulation, and under 
developed sites.

Second Year Urban Planning:  Neighborhood Planning 
Studio
A New Town Site Selection and Design 
By: Kelly Brown BUPD Class of 2013 

The second year students in the Urban 
Planning Department at Ball State University 
participated in a fall studio focused on 
Regional Analysis and Design.  This year, Nihal 
Perera, Professor of Urban Planning, and 
Lisa Dunaway, Instructor of Urban Planning, 
headed up the studio.  Students spent weeks 
learning valuable software skills in GIS, 
Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign, and Google 
Sketchup, and also gained hand drawing 
dexterity.  The final project for the semester 
was titled “A New Town Site Selection and 
Design.”

The hypothetical proposal was to build a new 
town within Delaware County and develop 
conceptual designs to show the community.  
Students were required to work in groups 
and develop the assignment from different 
perspectives, such as Environmentalists, 
Technologists, Developers, New Urbanists, 
and Multicultural Advocates.  After 
researching each perspective or career, 
students could use those values to guide 
the planning approach and to create their 
own viewpoint from which to visualize the 
new town.  To prepare conceptual designs, 
students used their newly honed software 
and drawing skills; knowledge from other 
history and planning classes; observations 
from the field; and a fair amount of 
information from suitability and vulnerability 
analysis.  As per the project requirements, 
each team produced a model of the general 
layout showing street patterns; images 
expressing land use and character; as well 
as an in-depth report containing planning 
and design principles, analysis conclusions, 
and final results.  In addition to these design 
supplements, each team was also responsible 
for creating a webpage promoting the new 
town. 

In the final week of the semester, after a lot of 
hard work and research, each team presented 
their proposed new town in front of an 
inquisitive, professional jury of instructors.  
Overall, the extensive boundaries of this 
project led to a better understanding of 
regional planning for all students, especially 
in the categories of suitability analysis, public 
policy, and growth. Visit www.myhyden.com 
to see an example of a student webpage. 
This site was created by the New Urbanist 
group to promote their town, Hyden City, and 
includes many examples of student work as 
well as interactive tools. 

Students Patrick Dull 
and Marissa Bowman 
present their groups 
initial project findings 
regarding integration of 
natural spaces into the 
area plan. 

L to R: Kelsey Lamphier, Ryan Sagar, Lauren 
Petersen, and Kyle Richard display their 
project concepts for the Lafayette Square Area. 

During the actual discussion of the Lafayette 
Square Area Coalition, students were able to 
hear from board members as they gave their 

committee updates 
and talk with public 
participants about what 
they were envisioning 
for the area’s future 
redevelopment. 

Participants at the 
meeting were able to 
select by placing green 
dots on which elements 
of the different plans 
they would like to see 
implemented. 

Clare Thomison and Peter Sackers presenting their 
final project to peers and professors.

The New Urbanist 
group, before they give 
their final presentation.

The final plan for Hyden City, by the New 
Urbanists.
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Planning and Women Division’s Session for National Conference: 
THE IMPACT OF THE WAGE GAP ON WOMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES

The 2010 census shows women and men even on degrees, yet female pay still lags.  Women currently earn an 
average of 77¢ for every dollar paid to their male counterparts equating to $10,622 a year.  This gap is most critical 
for women during a difficult economy such that we are experiencing.

Although, women have made major advances in education and income during the past 30 years, there’s still a 
significant pay gap between the sexes. The disparity starts shortly after a woman graduates from college and gets 
worse over time. Even when adjustments are made for hours, type of job, parenthood, and other factors known 
to affect pay, 25% of the pay gap still cannot be explained. With greater access to education and women going 
into all kinds of formerly nontraditional fields like engineering, science, law, and medicine, shouldn’t the problem 
right itself over time? Will pay gaps continue after more women enter these fields? Women need to become better 
negotiators and companies need to do more to accommodate mothers with young children. The ongoing studies 
and data we are bombarded with may just be hurting women by keeping them from understanding what they can 
do to effect a change in their circumstance.  In other words, identifying the problem is only half the job.  Women 
need to know what they can do to help their condition.

We have an exceptional panel assembled for this session.  Dr. Barbara Gault is the Executive Director and Vice 
President at the Institute for Women’s Policy Research.  Since joining the Institute in 1997 she has focused on a 
wide range of issues of importance to women and their families, including poverty, access to education, health, 
work-life balance, political engagement, and the need for expanded preschool and child care options for working 
parents. Her publications include Resilient and Reaching for More: Challenges and Benefits of Higher Education for 
Welfare Participants and Their Children, “The Costs and Benefits of Policies to Advance Work Life Integration” as well 
as The Women of New Orleans and the Gulf Coast: Multiple Disadvantages and Key Assets for Recovery, The Price of 
School Readiness: A Tool for Estimating the Cost of Universal Preschool in the States; and Working First But Working 
Poor: The Need for Education and Training Following Welfare Reform. 

Dina Lassow is Senior Counsel with the National Women’s Law Center.  Dina Lassow is Senior Counsel for 
Education and Employment, but she also works on other issues at the Center such as contraceptive coverage and 
reproductive rights, especially when they involve litigation. She spends a lot of her time working on amicus briefs 
in the Supreme Court, which is hearing several employment discrimination cases this term. She has two daughters 
who love sports, and were actually interested in the Title IX work she does when she wears her education hat. 
Before coming to the Center, Ms. Lassow worked for a couple of small firms, other non-profits, and was a trial 
lawyer in the Civil Division of the Department of Justice. She went to Harvard/Radcliffe College and Yale Law 
School.

Dr. Mary Gatta is currently a Senior Scholar, at Wider Opportunities for Women. Prior to that she served as a 
Director for the Gender and Workforce Policy at the Center for Women and Work, and she is on the faculty in 
the Department of Labor Studies and Employment Relations at Rutgers University. She holds a PhD and M.A. in 
Sociology from Rutgers University and a B.A. in Social Science from Providence College. Her areas of expertise 
include gender and public policy, low wage workers, earnings inequality, and evaluation research on workforce 
projects.  Dr. Gatta has published several books, articles, and policy papers. Her latest book, Not Just Getting 
By: The New Era of Flexible Workforce Development released from Lexington Press’s imprint Press for Change, 
chronicles groundbreaking thinking and research on new and innovative workforce development initiatives that 
delivers skills training to single working poor mothers via the Internet. Her book, Juggling Food and Feelings: 
Emotional Balance in the Workplace was released from Lexington Press in 2002. She is currently one of the 
editors on an upcoming book A US Skills System for the 21st Century: Innovations in Workforce Education and 
Development released by Cornell Press in January, 2011.  In addition to books, Dr. Gatta has published numerous 
scholarly articles and public policy papers on topics including gender equity in academia, the gender based pay 
gap, and welfare policy.

Please avail yourself of the opportunity to not only learn, but also identify steps we all can take to end this inequity.  

The APA Divisions Council and associated Divisions

invite you to a very special event:

Local Foods Role in Economic Recovery

Ken Meter of Crossroads Research Center, a  

national expert on community food systems, will be 

the keynote speaker at dinner at Vlora on Sunday, April 

10, 2011 during the National Conference. Join us for an 

evening of conversation, camaraderie, and comestibles 

focused on food systems. Vlora has developed a menu 

of locally sourced food choices with some excellent 

wines to highlight the evening. Look for this ticketed 

event in the conference program as “Local Foods Dinner” 

when you register. We hope to see you in Boston!

www.planning.org/conference
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