
 

 
The American Planning Association recently commissioned Collective Strength and Harris Interactive, 

public opinion research companies, to take the pulse of the nation’s attitudes towards planning, 

planners and our role in our communities. This national survey showed broad support for community 

planning and for planners as key leaders in turning around our communities. It is also important to note 

that over 84 percent of respondents saw their communities as staying the same or getting worse. 66 

percent indicated that their communities need more planning, especially now. This shows that while we 

are in a good position to provide leadership, the national mood is not overly favorable towards the state 

of our communities.  

The survey was eye opening in terms of the vocabulary we need to use going forward in community 

building. A lot of our current terminology we use as planners, such as sprawl, smart growth, etc. does 

not necessarily mesh with the priorities that the public wants us to focus on. Job growth is seen, by the 

public, as job #1 of planners. Although the public saw some of our priorities as important for good 

communities, they did not value them as high priorities for where we should be spending our time. This 

finding seems like a conundrum and something that many of us have intrinsically felt in our jobs every 

day. I would argue that it is not necessarily the fact that they shouldn’t be a priority, but that we, as 

planners, are not doing our best to link important projects to the public’s priorities of economic 

development, job growth and health/safety.  

So what does this survey mean to us? Well first, it gives us some information and talking points that we 

can use with our communities when it comes to justifying the cost outlays of planning and the fact that 

it is supported and needed. The support was high whether you were Democrat, Republic or 

Independent, small town, rural area or large city. Second, it shows we need to work on our message as 

we tell the planning story.  

Over the next few months, APA is working to provide better talking points that have been tested to 

resonate better with our constituent groups. Finally, we need to engage our local media. Although APA 

is working with various national media outlets, they depend upon the local chapters and members to 

start this discussion in our communities. We are working with APA national in customizing Ob-Ed articles 

that can be run in your local newspapers and newsletters.  

You can access the news release version of the survey results from APA’s website at 

http://www.planning.org/policy/economicrecovery/index.htm 

http://www.planning.org/policy/economicrecovery/index.htm


The mutual love affair between people and their place is one of the most powerful influences in our lives, yet 
rarely thought of in terms of a relationship. As cities begin thinking of themselves as engaged in a relationship with 
their citizens, and citizens begin to consider their emotional connections with their places, we open up new 
possibilities in community, social and economic development by including the most powerful of motivators--the 
human heart--in our toolkit of city-making. – Peter Kageyama, “For the Love of Cities: The Love Affair Between 
People and their Places,” Creative Cities Productions, 2011 – Conference Keynote Speaker 
 
The 2012 Ohio Kentucky Indiana Regional Planning Conference, September 20-21 in Columbus will provide 
planners across the region with tools and case studies demonstrating how to facilitate and nurture the relationship 
between communities and their residents, visitors, and businesses to produce the elements that result in an 
exceptional quality of life.  
 
Planners are facing unprecedented challenges with reduced budgets and resources, ever-increasing demands by 
leaders to attract and retain the coveted “creative class,” all while suffering ideological attacks on the foundational 
principles of the planning profession. This year’s conference keynote speaker, Peter Kageyama, community 
development expert and co-founder/producer of the Creative Cities Summit, urges planners to resiliently reshape 
their messages and create partnerships with the private sector and untapped resources such as community health 
organizations and public art foundations, in order to meet these challenges.   
 
The sessions slated for this year’s conference highlight essential planning topics such as healthy communities, 
planning for arts and culture, bicycle advocacy and infrastructure, and sustainable zoning strategies. Sessions also 
involve training and case studies illustrating critical implementation tools, including economic development and 
fiscal sustainability, special improvement districts, and strategies for bringing conceptual visions to life. Special 
roundtable discussions will allow attendees to exchange ideas on emerging planning issues, discuss community 
engagement and outreach strategies, and develop the skills needed for planners to take on leadership roles in 
their communities.  
 
A special track of sessions and mobile workshops highlights the vision and leadership responsible for the exciting 
development and redevelopment taking place in Columbus in honor of the city’s 200th anniversary. You also have 
the option to arrive in Columbus a day early to attend a full-day Professional Development Workshop and receive 
in-depth training on the importance of placemaking as a vital economic growth strategy at “The Economics of 
Place: Putting Place to Work,” hosted by the Columbus Section of APA Ohio and featuring Charles Marohn, PE, 
AICP, Executive Director of Strong Towns. 
 
Register now for the 2012 OKI Regional Planning Conference in Columbus, Ohio to exchange ideas with your 
colleagues from across the Midwest to expand the possibilities for the communities we serve.  
 
A reminder to planning directors and administrators – please don’t forget to forward the conference information 
on to your planning commissioners and board members who may be interested in furthering their knowledge and 
skills.  
 
A special thanks to our sponsors who are making this event possible! Interested in sponsoring or exhibiting at the 
2012 OKI Regional Planning Conference? Contact Betsy Pandora at oki2012sponsorship@gmail.com.  
 
Written by: Christine Palmer 

mailto:oki2012sponsorship@gmail.com
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Tom, Ken and Henry were employed by the Soil Conservation Service in the Indianapolis metropolitan 

region.  They all had a background in agriculture and their primary responsibility was working with 

farmers.  However, they started making connections in the urban communities to solve problems 

related to soils, drainage, erosion control and flooding.  These men were not civil engineers but had field 

experience with managing similar issues on productive farms.  Using their training, common sense and 

knowledge they were able to solve problems in the urban environment. 

Tom developed the concept of a technical review committee for land development projects.  Individuals 

from the planning department, Soil and Water Conservation District, utilities, fire protection, school 

corporations, city engineering department, 911, surveyor, city forester, highway and health 

departments were invited to the group.  Members would vary depending on the type and location of the 

project.  Each person would review the plans and direct comments to the developer/engineer.  Once a 

month the TAC committee would meet to review all of the projects.  The planner would take notes and 

complete follow up as needed to get the plans ready for approval.  The group discussion was helpful as 

it allowed the developer to ask questions or provide clarification.  Also, a concern voiced by one 

member of the group may draw a reaction by others.  The process can be a bit tedious with so much 

input but it results in better projects.  Henry was able to improve on the standard TAC procedure by 

including a site visit by the committee.  GIS information is far better now than earlier years, but a site 

visit is still a great way to analyze existing conditions.  Wetlands, drainage management, drain tile, 

wildlife habitat, quality of existing trees and other vegetation, soil erosion, soil conditions, site lines and 

adjoining site conditions can all be reviewed in the field.  Henry knew how to “read” and interpret the 

land which enabled problems to be averted and better projects approved for construction. 

Today these men are retired and the Soil Conservation Service was renamed the Natural Resource 

Conservation Service (NRCS).  This agency is smaller and devotes most of their resources to improving 

the agricultural environment.  They still have personnel who can “read” the land but they have little 

time to work with urban problems.  However, this agency does have numerous materials on their 

website (http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/ ) that may be useful for urban planning and land development.  

Resource information is available for soil, plants, air, animals, energy and water.  Engineering, 

conservation planning and cultural resources are also included.  One extensive document relevant to 

urban planning is called the “Field Office Technical Guide”.  It’s listed on the web site as FOTG and can 

be found by selecting the Technical Resources button on the home page.  Section IV of the FOTG has a 

large listing of conservation practices.  Each practice includes a standard with a definition, purpose, 

application, planning and design criteria, additional considerations and operations and maintenance.  

Many practices like animal waste utilization will not be applicable to the urban environment unless 

you’re dealing with urban chicken farmers.  However, conservation practices like open ditches, ponds, 

http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/


 

wind breaks, grass waterways, filter strips, riparian corridors, tree planting and subsurface drainage all 

have a place in the urban community.  

The “Web Soil Survey”  (http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/HomePage.htm ) is an internet site tool 

devoted to providing soils information for 95% of the counties in the country.  A soil map, soil 

descriptions, limitations and descriptions can be developed for any geographical site in Indiana.  Unlike 

most GIS sites you must define the “area of interest” (AOI) before the program will divulge its secrets.  

This is simply outlining the project site.  Soil conditions should be reviewed for every proposed project.  

Additional soil information or clarification is available from NRCS.  

The Natural Resource Conservation Service and its local partner the Soil and Water Conservation District 

have an office in most counties in Indiana.  A directory of county SWCD offices can be found at 

http://www.iaswcd.org/aboutus/index.html .  These folks know their county and the natural resource 

issues or have contacts.  Use them to further improve your understanding and application of 

conservation practices.  

 

 

 Pond Construction in Poor Soil conditions Resulted in an Undesirable Situation 

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/HomePage.htm
http://www.iaswcd.org/aboutus/index.html


 

 

http://www.bicycleindiana.org/
http://www.in.gov/isdh/20060.htm
http://www.bikeleague.org/


 

http://www.policyinstitute.iu.edu/criminal/
http://bicycleindiana.org/educate/crashreport.php


 

 

http://www.nhtsa.gov/
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