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Request for Qualifications 

Columbus Central Neighborhood Plan 
City of Columbus – Bartholomew County, Indiana Planning Department 

January 4, 2017 

 

Location: Columbus, Indiana 

Submit Qualifications by: Friday, January 27, 2017, no later than 4:00pm EST 

 

 

Introduction: 

The City of Columbus, Indiana, through the City of Columbus-Bartholomew County Planning Department, 

is seeking a well-qualified consultant to complete a land use and transportation plan for an area identified 

as the Columbus Central Neighborhood.  This neighborhood, historically a significant industrial presence 

in the City, is located northeast of the Columbus downtown and currently includes a mix of single- and 

multi-family residential, commercial, industrial, and institutional uses.  While still home to a number of 

industrial users, the neighborhood has recently begun to experience a transition from industrial to 

residential uses.  This transition was stimulated largely by the demolition of the former Golden Casting 

Foundry, which occupied approximately 13 acres in the center of the neighborhood.  Since early 2012, 

five multi-family apartment projects have been proposed and/or completed in the neighborhood, primarily 

on former industrial properties.  Redevelopment in some areas of the neighborhood is challenged by the 

remnants of a former railway line, which has resulted in some small and/or unusual property shapes. The 

residential neighborhoods surrounding the industrial and commercial core are characterized by an aging 

housing supply and primarily low to moderate income households.  The City seeks a land use and 

transportation plan for the neighborhood that recognizes the area’s current land use transformation from 

industrial to residential and its implications for infrastructure.  The plan will include an emphasis on land 

use transitions and minimizing land use conflicts.  A secondary component of the plan will address 

revitalization strategies for the neighborhood.   

 

The City of Columbus, population 46,000, is a regional center for employment, health care, finances, 

shopping, and entertainment in southern Indiana. Columbus is known for its strong local economy, vibrant 

downtown, high quality of life, and overall commitment to community excellence. Our community’s 

recognitions include a ranking by the American Institute of Architects as the 6
th
 most significant city in the 

United States for architectural design. For more information about our community please visit the City of 

Columbus website at www.columbus.in.gov or the Columbus Area Visitor Center website at 

www.columbus.in.us.   

 

Project Description: 

The Columbus Central Neighborhood Plan will include the following components: 

 

 Review of Existing Land Uses:  A review of existing land uses and land use patterns in and within 

the vicinity of the study area, including an examination of transitions between land uses. The 

review should document current conditions and identify resulting issues and opportunities.  

 Review of Existing Urban Form and Property Features:  A review of the existing development 

character and form in and within the vicinity of the study area, including an examination of 

existing property features. The assessment should include, but not be limited to, parcel shapes, 

sizes and arrangements; property configurations; average setbacks; and residential density. The 

review should document current conditions and identify resulting issues and opportunities.   

http://www.columbus.in.gov/
http://www.columbus.in.us/
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 Review of Existing Transportation and Infrastructure Conditions:  A review of the current roadway 

and sidewalk conditions; general vehicle access patterns, including passenger, commercial, and 

industrial traffic; pedestrian and bicycle circulation; and bus routes and stops.  The review should 

document current conditions and identify resulting issues and opportunities.   

 Review of Streetscape Features and Aesthetics:  A review of the functionality and appeal of 

current streetscape conditions throughout the study area. The review should consider the study 

area’s role as both a neighborhood and employment center.   

 Inventory of Existing Businesses and Employment Figures:  An inventory of existing businesses 

and employment numbers in the study area.  The inventory should reveal daytime population and 

traffic pattern information related to employment in the area.  This review should also evaluate the 

sustainability of industrial land uses in this area and the potential for future industrial growth in the 

study area.   

 Examination of the Concentration of Multi-Family Housing:  A review of the influx of multi-family 

housing developments to a portion of the study area.  This review should include an examination 

of the implications of the land use transformation from industrial to multi-family residential with 

regard to (A) future development in the study area, (B) the availability and condition of 

transportation infrastructure, (C) the ability of other public amenities, such as parks and city bus 

service, to meet the demands of a growing population in the study area, and (D) land use 

compatibility within the area.  The review should also include an analysis of the study area’s 

continued capacity for housing developments (including apartment complexes, townhomes, 

apartment buildings, single-family homes, etc.) 

 Investigation of Possible Neighborhood Revitalization Strategies:  An investigation of 

neighborhood revitalization strategies for the study area. This investigation should reveal 

strategies that improve property conditions, enhance the neighborhood character, and contribute 

to an overall strengthening and revitalization of the neighborhood.   

 Review of Local Policies and Planning Documents:  A review of the Columbus Comprehensive 

Plan, Zoning Ordinance, and other regulations, policies, procedures and documents applicable to 

the study area. The review should both establish a context for the study area and identify any 

barriers and opportunities for redevelopment.  

 Public Input:  Collection of public input that includes both (A) initial issue and opportunity 

identification and (B) follow-up public thoughts regarding draft findings and recommendations.  

 Steering Committee Facilitation:  Facilitation of periodic input from a steering committee of local 

residents, business owners, community organization representatives, and City officials.   

 Creation of a Long-Term Land Use and Development Plan:  Development of a strategic land use 

and development plan for the study area that includes the following: (A) long-term land use 

recommendations, (B) recommendations for the future use of vacant properties, (C) 

recommendations for the overall form and character of new development, (D) recommendations 

for streetscape improvements, (E) recommendations for transportation improvements that 

support a safe and pedestrian and bicyclist friendly street network that is contextually appropriate 

within a dense residential neighborhood intermixed with commercial and industrial users, (F) 

recommendations for the elimination of any barriers to development, (G) recommendations for 

zoning or other regulatory or policy changes in support of development, and (H) 

recommendations for neighborhood revitalization strategies.  This plan must qualify as a 

community revitalization plan meeting the requirements of the State of Indiana Rental Housing 

Tax Credit (RHTC) program.   

 

The preliminary study area for the project is as shown on the attached map.  It is recognized that the 

findings of the project may dictate changes to the study area boundary.  
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The City of Columbus – Bartholomew County Planning Department will dedicate staff to provide 

assistance in collecting background documents and other information, coordinating and facilitating 

steering committee meetings, facilitating public input events, and otherwise supporting the project. 

Planning Department staff will play an active role in the development of the Plan and its 

recommendations through a series of staff-consultant meetings, in person and/or via telephone. The 

Planning Department will generate all resolutions, etc. necessary for the adoption of the Columbus 

Central Neighborhood Plan as an element of the City of Columbus Comprehensive Plan. However, the 

consultant will be responsible for making any edits to the Plan document identified through the 

Comprehensive Plan adoption process.    

 

Qualifications Submittal Requirements: 

Interested consultants shall submit 5 identical copies of their qualifications and include the items listed 

below. Submittals shall be limited to a maximum of 20 pages – single sided, 8 ½ by 11 inches (or 10 such 

pages double-sided). Interested consultants are welcome to team with other firms or add sub-consultants 

necessary to complete the project. All submittals must address all aspects of the project.   

 

 Firm Information:  The name of the firm, its website address, and the location of the office from 

which the work will be completed. If a team of firms or sub-consultants will be used, identify all 

included firms, the lead firm, and the general percentage of work to be completed by each firm.  

 Qualifications: The qualifications of the consultant’s staff members who are proposed to complete 

the project. Include only those staff members who will be active members of the project team. Do 

not include any firm leadership members who will not actively participate in the project.  

 Experience: Related or similar projects previously completed by those consultant staff members 

proposed to complete the project. Do not include similar projects completed by the consultant, but 

by different staff members.  

 Statement of Project Understanding: A general statement of the consultant’s understanding of the 

project, intended overall approach, and any unique resources or practices to be applied to the 

project.  

 Timeline:  A general timeline for completing the project.  

 References: Two references for which the consultant has completed similar projects, including 

the title of that project and the reference’s name, address, and phone number.  

 Contact Information: Contact information for the individual to whom questions about the 

consultant’s submittal should be directed (including a mailing address, phone number, and e-mail 

address).  

 

Submit To: 

Columbus Central Neighborhood Plan Proposal Review Committee 

c/o Emilie Pinkston 

City of Columbus – Bartholomew County Planning Department 

123 Washington Street 

Columbus, IN 47201 

 

Submit By: 

4:00 pm EST on Friday, January, 27, 2017.   
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Contact for Questions: 

Emilie Pinkston 

City of Columbus – Bartholomew County Planning Department 

Phone: 812.376.2550 

E-mail: epinkston@columbus.in.gov 

 

OR 

 

Jeff Bergman 

City of Columbus – Bartholomew County Planning Department 

Phone: 812.376.2550 

E-mail: jbergman@columbus.in.gov 

 

 

Selection Procedures: 

The consultant shall be selected based on the following factors, in order of importance, (1) qualifications, 

(2) project approach, (3) related experience, and (4) timeline. The proposals will be reviewed by a 

committee of local officials. Interviews with a shortlist of consultants are likely prior to a final selection 

being made.  
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