American Planning Association

Indiana Chapter

Hoosier Planning Awards
Criteria for Awards in Excellence in Planning
Originality/Innovation – Please document how your entry presents a visionary approach or innovative concept to address local needs. Explain how the use of the planning process in this context broadened accepted planning principles within the context of the local situation.

Transferability – Illustrate how the entry has potential application for others and how application of your entry’s components and methodology would further the cause of good planning.

Quality – Winning entries will represent excellence of thought, analysis, writing and graphics throughout the nomination, regardless of budgetary limitations. Indicate how available resources were used in a thoughtful and ethical process.

Comprehensiveness – Specify how planning principles have been observed, especially in consideration of your entry’s effects on other public objectives. Identify to what extent your entry includes elements important to the local community.

Public Participation/Collaboration – Explain the level of public participation in this effort. Describe the level of collaboration between leadership and competing interests. Winning entries demonstrate a strong effort to solicit input from those who historically have been left out of the planning process. 

Effectiveness/Support – State how your entry addressed the need or problem that prompted the initiation. Be explicit about how the results have made a difference in the lives of the people affected. Describe how this effort has increased the community’s appetite for planning and the pursuit of similar initiatives. 
Criteria for Awards for Distinguished Leadership by an Elected Official or Citizen Planner

Support of Planning/Planners – Illustrate how the nominee’s work has increased the understanding of the planning process. Indicate how the nominee has shown a clear understanding and support for the role of planners in public life. 

Effectiveness/Results – Describe the extent that the nominee has been effective in formulating and implementing plans and ideas in support of good planning. Identify the level of influence and effectiveness achieved by your nominee within different segments of the community. 

[Eligibility and all other awards criteria can be found in the call for entries materials.]

