American Planning Association
Indiana Chapter

Hoosier Planning Awards

Encouraging excellence in planning is a primary purpose of the Indiana Planning Association.  The annual APA Indiana Chapter Hoosier Planning Awards honor excellence in plans, individuals and organizations that have advanced the practice of planning and have excelled in “Making Great Communities Happen”.

We invite you to participate in the celebration of the best of Indiana planning by nominating projects, plans and people that you believe deserve special recognition.  There are eleven award categories covering the broad reach of planning.  Nomination forms are available now at the APA Indiana Chapter website (www.indianaplanning.org).  The deadline for award applications is at 5:00pm ET on Monday, April 7th, 2008. To be eligible, projects must have been completed between January 1st, 2007 and December 31st, 2007.  The presentation of awards will occur at the APA Indiana Chapter Spring Conference on May 30th, 2008 at The Garrison at Fort Benjamin Harrison, in Lawrence, Indiana. 
Awards for Excellence in Planning

· Outstanding Plan

This category pertains to written plans representing significant advancement of planning in the state.  Plans may be made by a planning agency, team, firm, community group, or local authority.  Entries may include, but are not limited to, comprehensive plans, housing plans, capital improvement plans, environmental or resource conservation plans, transportation plans, reuse or redevelopment plans, overall economic development plans and rails-to-trails plans.

· Outstanding Project

Entries in this category are for planning tools outside of the traditional medium to long range plans.  Entries may include regulations and codes, growth management guidelines or ordinances, transferable development rights programs, land acquisition efforts, public-private partnerships, tax abatement initiatives, or projects that encourage the participation of citizens normally not involved in community agenda-setting.

· Outstanding Community Initiative

This category deals with community initiatives developed outside the normal sphere of planning, and demonstrating successful planning in non-traditional settings.  Entries could include community policing and drug prevention programs, public health initiatives, neighborhood outreach initiatives, programs designed for special populations, public art or other cultural efforts, community festivals, summer recreational initiatives or focused tourism ventures.

· Outstanding Student Project

This award is given to an outstanding paper or class project by a student or group of students.  Students in accredited and non-accredited planning programs are eligible for this award.  Also, projects from programs in allied professions such as architecture, landscape architecture, or civil engineering with an emphasis on urban design or planning are eligible.

· Outstanding Journalism

This category recognizes excellence in coverage of community planning issues by all forms of media.  This award is open to all media in Indiana.

· Outstanding Marketing Project

This award deals with a public information program or project by a planning organization that raises awareness of planning issues, increases community participation in planning, or makes a significant contribution to advancing the cause planning in their community. 

· Outstanding Implementation of a Plan or Project

This category recognizes the successful implementation and execution of a plan or project. Entries could include, but are not limited to real-estate developments, trail systems, parks, and revitalization projects. All submissions in this category must be fully completed or implemented by the submission deadline. It is important that since this category is judged on how the plan was executed, that all submissions contain necessary materials to be judged on this merit. 
Awards for Distinguished Leadership

· Mike Carroll Award for Distinguished Leadership by a Professional Planner

This is awarded to an individual that has contributed to the profession through significant and sustained leadership and service.  This includes service at the local, state, or national level, or any combination of such experience.

· Earl Franke Award for Distinguished Service to the Chapter

This award recognizes an IPA member who has made significant contributions to the advancement of the chapter.  

· Distinguished Leadership by an Elected Official

Awarded to an individual publicly elected official for an important contribution to planning in the community.

· Distinguished Leadership by a Citizen Planner

Awarded to an individual advancing the cause of planning in the public arena.  This could include Plan Commission or Board of Zoning Appeals members, or other appointed officials.  It could also include citizen activists or neighborhood leaders.  Practicing planners or elected officials are not eligible for this award.

For more information about the Hoosier Planning Awards, or to obtain the awards application package, please see www.indianaplanning.org or contact:

Shane Burkhardt, AICP

American Structurepoint, Inc.
7260 Shadeland Station

Indianapolis, Indiana 46256

(317) 547-5580

sburkhardt@structurepoint.com
